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Date of Issue: March 1999 
A C T I O N 
CRIR 
Committee for Regulating 
Information Requirements 
Subject: 
Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act 1999 
Implementation date:  5 April 1999 
DATA SET CHANGE CONTROL PROCEDURE 
This paper gives notification of changes approved by CRIR which will be included in the NHS Data 
Dictionary, the NHS Data Manual and the NHS CDS Manual in due course. 
Summary of change: 
i)	 Introduction of a data collection return to support central  collection of 
NHS charges introduced by the Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act 1999. 
ii)  Definitions to support new data requirements 
Summary of impact: 
Reducing the administrative burden on NHS Trusts by carrying out charge recovery 
centrally. 
Change Proposal Reference No: 
CP53/98 and 
CP46/98 
Please address enquiries about this DSCN to the CRIR Secretariat, Information Management Centre,  NHS Executive Headquarters, 
15 Frederick Road, Birmingham B15 1JD (Tel: 0121 455 7843) or to the nominated enquiry point. 
Data Set Change Notices are located on the NHS IM&T Electronic Library at http://www.ctf.imc.exec.nhs.uk/ 
DSCN numbering format = sequence number/year of issue/service identifier and service sequence 
number. The service identifier and sequence number enables you to check that you have a complete set of 
service-specific DSCNs. 
Key to Service Identifier: 
A = All Services

P = Patient (Hospital, Community, Cross Sector Services)

F = Finance

E = Estates

W = Workforce

T = Transport
DATA SET CHANGE NOTICE 39/98/A11 
Reference:  CP53/98 
Version No:  1 
Subject:  Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act 1999 
Type of Change: 	 i) Introduction of a data collection return to support central 
collection of NHS charges introduced by the Road Traffic (NHS 
Charges) Act 1999. 
ii)Definitions to support new data requirements 
Effective Date:  5 April 1999 
Reason for Change:	 New legislation will affect the collection of road traffic accident 
charges incurred by NHS patients. The Road Traffic (NHS 
Charges) Act 1999 provides the legislative basis for the new 
scheme which will come into force on 5 April 1999. 
Effect on NHS Data Dictionary:  See Annex A 
Effect on Central Returns:  Central data collection - see Annex B 
Introduction: 
1.	 The Government intends to change the system for the collection of charges in respect of 
treatment given in NHS Trusts following road traffic accidents. The Road Traffic (NHS 
Charges) Act 1999 provides the legislative basis for the new scheme which will come into 
force on 5 April 1999. 
Background: 
2.	 Under the current legislation (found in the Road Traffic Act 1988) in cases where a person 
receives: 
- treatment at a hospital (other than one run for profit) for injuries sustained in a 
road traffic accident: 
- and subsequently makes a successful claim for compensation for personal injury 
against the holder of a compulsory motor vehicle insurance policy; 
then the hospital can require the compensator to meet some of the costs of the victim's 
treatment. 
3.	 This provision has existed in road traffic legislation for more than sixty years but is not 
supported by any central administrative arrangements for collection of the charges due. 
Action is taken locally by hospitals and performance is uneven. Nationally the amounts 
recovered fall far short of the potential sums. 
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4.	 The Act provides a national administrative system to ensure that all cases in which 
recoupment of NHS charges is possible are identified and that the charges are collected and 
passed on to the hospitals which provided treatment.  It also provides for the method of 
calculating the cost to the NHS to be changed by regulation in order to more closely reflect 
the actual costs of treatment. 
5.	 The work of collecting charges will be carried out on behalf of the Secretary of State by the 
Compensation Recovery Unit (CRU), part of the Department of Social Security.  Insurers 
will inform CRU of claims for personal injury compensation giving details of any hospital 
which the accident victim attended.  CRU will then contact the hospitals to verify the 
details.  Given that the system is based on a simple tariff in the vast majority of cases this 
information will be limited to simple details to identify the patient and quantify the 
treatment received as either treatment without admission or, if with admission, for how 
many days. 
Data Flows: 
6.	 Insurance companies have a legal obligation to  inform CRU when any claim for personal 
injury compensation is made. Where the case is one arising from a road traffic accident, 
CRU will extract data from the information provided by the insurer and send it to the 
relevant hospital for confirmation. 
7.	 The data is restricted to patient identification information, date of accident and hospital 
where treatment was given. 
8.	 The hospital will be asked to confirm the data, including whether the patient was admitted, 
the number of days, and return the form to CRU. 
9.	 CRU will calculate the amount of charge due using the information provided and the tariff 
of charges which will be specified in the regulations. 
10.	 CRU will inform the insurer and, when the claim for personal injury compensation is 
settled, obtain payment. 
11.  CRU will remit charges to hospitals by automatic credit transfer on a monthly basis. 
12.	 Each monthly payment will be accompanied by a payment schedule giving the names of the 
patients which the payment covers. 
13.	 Each quarter CRU will provide a schedule of outstanding cases ie cases where notification 
has been given that a patient was treated at a hospital but where NHS charges have not yet 
been recouped by CRU. 
Clearance: 
14.	 This requirement is the result of new legislature. Provisions relating to information 
exchange and medical confidentiality have been shared with the Data Protection Registrar 
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Impact 
15.	 The new arrangements are expected to increase income direct to NHS hospitals to around 
£100 million each year whilst at the same time reducing the administrative burden on trusts 
by carrying out charge recovery centrally. 
Additional Information 
16.  For further information contact: 
NHS Executive

FPA-FHS4

Room 4W23

Quarry House

Quarry Hill

Leeds

LS2 7UE

Telephone 0113 254 5614
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Reference:  CP46/98 - DG749/02/99 (v1.3) 
Subject:  Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act 1999 
Type of Change:  Definitions to support new data requirements 
Effective Date:  05/04/1999 
Reason for Change:  New legislation will affect the collection of road traffic accident charges 
incurred by NHS patients. This will be effective from 5 April 1999, and 
NHS Data Dictionary definitions are proposed to support the required 
data collection. 
Background: 
From 5 April 1999 a revised system will be instituted for recovering the costs of patient 
treatment following a road traffic accident.  The Compensation Recovery Unit (CRU) at the 
Department of Social Security will use the details filed in compensation claims to contact NHS 
Hospital Trusts and confirm details of the patient's treatment. 
The Trust will be sent a form asking whether the particular patient was admitted, or received 
treatment without being admitted.  If the patient was admitted the Trust is required to state 
whether or not the patient has since been discharged, and how many days they spent as an 
admitted patient.  If the patient has been discharged the Trust must also state if possible 
whether or not there is a likelihood that they will re-admit the patient in future. 
The Trust is also required to supply any details they may have of other NHS Hospital Trusts 
that have either admitted or treated the patient as a result of the same accident. 
Two new entity types ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT and RTA 
TREATMENT BY OTHER PROVIDER are introduced to support the information that is 
required by the CRU.  The ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT is directly related to 
the PATIENT since for some treatments the PATIENT will be the only source of 
confirmation as to whether a road traffic accident was the cause. 
Four new attributes are also introduced: ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT NUMBER and 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DATE to identify and provide data about the accident, RTA 
FIRST ATTENDANCE DATE to provide the date of first contact with the Trust if the patient 
is not admitted, and RTA FURTHER ADMISSION PLANNED to record the Trust's 
intentions for future admissions. 
Summary of Changes: 
CONSULTANT EPISODE (HOSPITAL PROVIDER) Change entity type relationships 
HOSPITAL PROVIDER  Change entity type relationships 
NURSING EPISODE  Change entity type 
relationships 
PATIENT  Change entity type relationships 
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RTA TREATMENT BY OTHER PROVIDER  New entity type 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DATE  New attribute 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT NUMBER  New attribute 
RTA FIRST ATTENDANCE DATE  New attribute 
RTA FURTHER ADMISSION PLANNED  New attribute 
CHANGES

Change Type:  Change entity type relationships 
CONSULTANT EPISODE (HOSPITAL PROVIDER) 
The description and attributes are unchanged 
Each CONSULTANT EPISODE (HOSPITAL PROVIDER) 
may be, if in hospital and as a result of an RTA, part of one and only one 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT 
The remaining relationships are unchanged 
Change Type:  Change entity type relationships 
HOSPITAL PROVIDER 
The description and attributes are unchanged 
Each HOSPITAL PROVIDER 
may be the provider of one or more RTA TREATMENTS BY OTHER PROVIDERS 
The remaining relationships are unchanged 
Change Type:  Change entity type relationships 
NURSING EPISODE 
The description and attributes are unchanged 
Each NURSING EPISODE 
may be, if in hospital and as a result of an RTA, part of one and only one 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT 
The remaining relationships are unchanged 
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PATIENT 
The description and attributes are unchanged 
Each PATIENT 
may be the subject of one or more ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENTS 
The remaining relationships are unchanged 
Change Type:  New entity type 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT 
A record that a PATIENT has received treatment from an NHS HOSPITAL PROVIDER as a 
result of a road traffic accident. 
This information should be recorded for each PATIENT who has been admitted to, or 
received any treatment from an NHS hospital as a result of a road traffic accident.  It will relate 
to all patient care received by the PATIENT from the NHS Trust, regardless of whether it is 
accident and emergency, consultant out-patient, non-consultant out-patient, or whether the 
PATIENT was admitted to the Trust. 
The date of first contact with the Trust is required, which for admitted PATIENTS will be the 
date of first admission.  Also required for admitted PATIENTS are the total number of days 
spent in hospital, and whether or not they have been discharged. 
These details are necessary to facilitate the recovery of road traffic accident charges through 
personal injury compensation under the Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act 1999. 
Attributes of this entity type are: 
K  ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT NUMBER 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DATE 
O  RTA FIRST ATTENDANCE DATE 
O  RTA FURTHER ADMISSION PLANNED 
Each ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TREATMENT 
K  must be for one and only one PATIENT 
may be if patient admitted to hospital, made up of one or more CONSULTANT 
EPISODES (HOSPITAL PROVIDER) 
may be if patient admitted to hospital, made up of one or more NURSING 
EPISODES 
may be associated with one or more RTA TREATMENTS BY OTHER PROVIDERS 
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RTA TREATMENT BY OTHER PROVIDER 
A record that a PATIENT who has been admitted to or received treatment from one NHS 
hospital as a result of a road traffic accident, has also been admitted to or received treatment 
from another NHS hospital as a result of the same accident. 
This entity type has no attributes. 
Each RTA TREATMENT BY OTHER PROVIDER 
K  must be a record of treatment at or transfer to one and only one 
HOSPITAL PROVIDER 
K  must be associated with one and only one ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 
TREATMENT 
Change Type:  New attribute

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DATE

The date on which a road traffic accident took place which resulted in a PATIENT being 
admitted to or receiving treatment from an NHS hospital. 
Change Type:  New attribute

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT NUMBER

A number used to differentiate road traffic accidents which occur on the same or different 
dates, and result in the same PATIENT being admitted to or receiving treatment from the same 
HOSPITAL PROVIDER. 
Change Type:  New attribute

RTA FIRST ATTENDANCE DATE

The date on which a PATIENT first attends a HOSPITAL PROVIDER for out-patient, ward 
attendance, emergency, or other non-admitted treatment as a result of a particular road traffic 
accident. 
If the PATIENT is admitted prior to the attendance this date is not required. 
Change Type:  New attribute

RTA FURTHER ADMISSION PLANNED
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for a PATIENT discharged from a HOSPITAL PROVIDER SPELL that was as the result of a 
road traffic accident. 
Classification: 
(a)  Yes 
(b) No 
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Annex B 